It is now my task to produce a short summary of what has been done to date.
The only importance of the first paper, I hope, is simply to remind people investigating the use of a new drug that they have to decide carefully what is the pathological status of their patients.
Dr Symoens gave us much useful information on the activity of miconazole; on its persistence in the blood for a long time after a single injection and on its penetration in the liquor. He also reminded us that so far it has been confirmed that no mutant has been produced by miconazole and no mutant has been met naturally. The sideeffects seem to have been slight and we have discussed this problem at length.
We have heard of the activity of miconazole on the cell wall and of the destruction of the cell, with different results according to the concentration of miconazole in the medium. It seems that finally the peroxide resulting from the oxidative process may accumulate in the cell and destroy it. The increase in catalase may also participate in this process.
The Three of the patients seem to have been completely cured by this treatment. The tolerance was excellent, with the exception of nausea in a few cases. There was no modification of the biological or of the hematological findings and the immunological studies did not show major abnormalities.
At the end of this symposium it is my duty to express my satisfaction and my thanks to all those who helped to organize it, and mainly to Dr Paul Janssen for his collaboration and for all that he has done.
I think we can feel some satisfaction that for the first time a mycostatic and fungicidal drug has been found. We have not yet sufficient indication of the limits of its activity but from what has been said here in twelve successive papers it seems that the tolerance is very good, the toxicity very small and the activity of the product excellent in a good many cases. I thank all the speakers for their collaboration. They proved to be extremely interesting.
In concluding I can only suggest, as readers will realize, that it was a difficult task to produce a summary of a full day's work. Though there must be some discrepancy between the original paper and my presentation, I hope that nothing essential has been omitted or modified and I ask the reader with apologies to return to the original papers for confirmation.
